
Br ie f ing Note 
Ampl i fy ing Palest in ian women’s vo ices for  human r ights ,  just ice and peace 

 
  On the  occas ion o f  the  27 th sess ion o f  the  Human 
R ights  Counc i l  (HRC) ,  a  de legat ion o f  representa t ives  o f  
Pa les t in ian  and in ternat iona l  women organ iza t ions  descended 
on Geneva between 16 th and 19 th September .  W i th  a  h igh 
sense o f  urgency ,  the  de legat ion  ca l led  upon the  HRC and a l l  
member  s ta tes  to  l i ve  up to  the i r  respons ib i l i t ies  to  put  an 
end to  Is rae l ’s  impun i ty ,  upho ld  In ternat iona l  Law,  and br ing  
jus t ice  to  Pa les t in ian  v ic t ims o f  the  la tes t  assau l t  on the  Gaza 
S t r ip .  The i r  message was c lear  and loud :  “Enough is  enough:  
Pa les t in ians  need jus t ice ,  pro tec t ion ,  f reedom and d ign i ty !”   
 
Pa les t in ian  women are  not  a lone in  th is  ca l l ,  as  the  past  weeks have seen hundreds o f  thousands o f  c i t i zens 
around the  g lobe coming onto  the  s t reets  to  demand an end to  the  v io lence and b loodshed.  As  the  
consc ience o f  the i r  na t ions ,  ord inary  c i t izens  have ca l led  upon the i r  governments  to  s top look ing away ,  to  
l i ve  up to  the i r  lega l  and mora l  ob l iga t ions ,  and use the i r  po l i t i ca l  powers  to  s top the  madness .  The quest ion  
is :  W i l l  the i r  governments  l i s ten  th is  t ime? 
 
Human R ights  are  not  se lec t ive ;  they  app ly  to  a l l  peop le  a t  a l l  t imes regard less  o f  na t iona l i t y ,  race ,  re l ig ion  
or  gender ,  and must  be  app l ied  w i thout  d iscr im inat ion .   The Go lds tone repor t  fo l low ing Is rae l ’s  assau l t  on 
Gaza o f  2009 has shown that  the  Pa les t in ian  popu la t ion  has  been d ispropor t iona l l y  impacted by  v io la t ions  o f  
in ternat iona l  human i tar ian  law .  Desp i te  i ts  c lear  recommendat ions ,  none o f  these were  fo l lowed through by  
the  Member  S ta tes ;  leav ing  the  former  H igh Commiss ioner  for  Human R ights ,  Nav i  P i l lay ,  to  quest ion  whether  
a  d i f fe rent  response cou ld  have prevented the  la tes t  ons laught  in  Gaza .  
 
Dur ing  the i r  v is i t  to  the  HRC,  the  women de legat ion  met  w i th  representa t ives  o f  16 Member  S ta tes ;  UN 
agenc ies ;  as  we l l  as  members  o f  the  independent  Commiss ion o f  Inqu i ry .  The i r  message was c lear :  Human 
R ights  are  not  se lec t ive ;  they  app ly  to  a l l .  C reat ing  or  a l low ing for  doub le  s tandards  by  po l i t i c iz ing  them 
cannot  be  to lera ted .  Not  on ly  does i t  lead to  the  chron ic  loss  o f  Pa les t in ian  l i ves  and dest ruc t ion  o f  the i r  
land ,  proper ty ,  and l i ve l ihood ;  i t  undermines the  normat ive  f ramework  o f  In ternat iona l  Human i tar ian  Law and 
Human R ights  a l together ,  u l t imate ly  render ing  i t  comple te ly  mean ing less .  When except ions  become the  norm,  
the  human d ign i ty  and secur i ty  o f  a l l  i s  a t  s take .   

The Human R ights  o f  the  Pa les t in ians  are  chron ica l l y  grave ly  v io la ted ,  leav ing them w i thout  any  protec t ion  
as  the  recent  outburs ts  o f  v io lence have shown (see a lso :  
h t tp : / /www.youtube .com/watch?v=W6Xk1fd1b58&l is t=UUpTuMfNmIdUPDd-6xk_yzgQ) .   

The de legat ion po in ted out  that  Member  S ta tes  have the  respons ib i l i t y  to  upho ld  o ther  s ta tes  to  the i r  
ob l iga t ions  under  in ternat iona l  law.  The women warned that  fa i l ing  to  adhere  to  and upho ld  in ternat iona l  
human i tar ian  law creates  a  dangerous vacuum,  as  i t  contr ibutes  to  creat ing  a  breeding ground for  ex t remis t  
and v io lent  vo ices  and responses everywhere  – not  on ly  in  the  Occup ied S ta te  o f  Pa les t ine  and Is rae l ,  but  
u l t imate ly  a lso  in  the  w ider  reg ion and even on a  g loba l  sca le .  W i th  the  27 th o f  September  -  the  day  the  
cease f i re  ends -  around the  corner ,  the  c lock  is  t i ck ing ,  leav ing  the  peop le  in  Gaza in  a  s ta te  o f  menta l  
to r ture  as  they  awa i t  what ’s  nex t .  The de legat ion  made an urgent  p lea  for  in ternat iona l  pro tec t ion  for  the  
c iv i l ians  in  the  Occup ied Pa les t in ian  Terr i tor ies  in  order  to  prevent  more  human r ights  v io la t ions .  They  a lso  
ca l led  for  the  inc lus ion  o f  women in  the  reso lu t ion  o f  the  con f l i c t .  Though women have been severe ly  
a f fec ted ,  and are  dr ivers  o f  peace and human r ights  ac t iv ism on c iv i l  soc ie ty  leve l ,  they  cont inue to  be 
exc luded f rom any  forma l  processes – as  a lso  w i tnessed dur ing  the  la tes t  cease f i re  negot ia t ions  in  Egypt .   

For  the  women’s  recommendat ions :  see h t tp : / /www.w i lp f in ternat iona l .org/wp-content/up loads/2014/09/F ina l -
recommendat ions .doc  



The de legat ion  was convened by  W ILPF In ternat iona l ,  cons is t ing  o f  de legates  f rom the Pa les t in ian  Work ing  
Woman Soc ie ty  for  Deve lopment ;  the  Women A f fa i rs  Techn ica l  Commit tee ;  the  Pa les t in ian  In i t ia t i ve  for  the  
Promot ion o f  G loba l  D ia logue and Democracy  (MIFTAH) ;  Women Peacemakers  Program,  Pa les t ine  L ink ,  Ox fam 
Nov ib ,  and Kv inna t i l  Kv inna .  
 
For  more  in format ion ,  contac t :   
Soph ie  Sche l lens ,  Women Peacemakers  Program – soph ie@womenpeacemakersprogram.org   

	  


