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WOMEN PEACEMAKERS PROGRAM

Lauch WPP May 24 Pack

Gender & Militarism: Analyzing the Links to Strategize for Peace

The Women Peacemakers Program (WPP) is happy to announce the launch of its annual May 24
publication “Gender and Militarism: Analyzing the Links to Strategize for Peace”. This May 24 Pack
comprises of 23 articles written by leading academics, pioneering women peace activists and civil
society representatives from all over the world, critically reflecting on the links between gender &
militarism from multiple perspectives. The launch took place at the end of WPP’s Global
Consultation on Gender and Militarism, taking place from July 2-4 in Cape Town, South Africa.

For already more than ten years, WPP celebrates May 24 - International Women’s Day for Peace &
Disarmament, with the launch of the annual May 24 Action Pack, emphasizing the importance of
women’s participation in, and leadership during peace processes. This year’s pack is a collection of
academic articles, personal testimonies and civil society initiatives advocating for awareness and
action around the multi-layered connections between gender and militarism, and highlighting
gender-sensitive nonviolent action (people power) as a powerful alternative to address conflict. It
contains contributions from, among others, Cynthia Cockburn, Cynthia Enloe, Sharon Bhagwan-Rolls
and the Center of Women'’s Global Leadership about the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based
Violence Campaign.

“With this unique collection of articles we aim to contribute to the many conversations and debates on
Women, Peace and Security. From this publication we learn that if we want to achieve sustainable
peace, we have to take the experiences of women seriously and need to invest in nonviolent alternatives
to address conflict.” Isabelle Geuskens, Executive Director, Women Peacemakers Program

“This May 24 Pack is an important resource for the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence
Campaign. The articles illustrate how militarism, as a system of structural violence, violates human
rights and the dignity, safety, and security of women, men and children worldwide.” Zarin Hamid,
Coordinator Gender-Based Violence Program, Center for Women’s Global Leadership.

The launch of the May 24 Action Pack marked the end of the 2,5 day WPP Global Consultation on
Gender & Militarism. This Consultation brought together key stakeholders from Asia, Africa, North
America, Latin America, the Middle East and Europe to discuss and analyze the links between
Gender & Militarism. The outcomes will contribute to broadening the current Women, Peace and
Security agenda, including UN Security Council Resolution 1325.

More information and the publication can be found on WPP’s website:
www.womenpeacemakersprogram.org.
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The Women Peacemakers Program (WPP) has been established in 1997 to support and empower
women peace activists. WPP actively advocates for the recognition of women’s experiences and
peacebuilding contributions during war and conflict and the integration of a gender perspective in



peacebuilding processes. The Women Peacemakers Program ’s vision is of a world where women
and men work together as allies to build communities where people co-exist peacefully through
active nonviolence. Its mission is to support the empowerment of gender-sensitive women and men
for the transformation of conflict through active nonviolence.
www.womenpeacemakersprogram.org
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